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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE*

THE Secretary of State, to whom was referred by the Houfe of F.eprefeti-

tatives, the reprefentation from the General Court of the Commonwealth

of Maffachufetts, on the fubjedts of the Cod and Whale Fifheries, together with

the feveral papers accompanying it, has had the fame under confideration,

and thereupon makes the following

—

REPORT.
The reprefentation fets forth that, before the late war, about four thoufand

feamen, and twenty-four thoufand tons of dripping were annually employed,

from that State, in the whale fifhery, the produce whereof was about three

hundred and fifty thoufand pounds lawful money a year.

That, previous to the fame period, the cod fifhery of that State, employed

four thoutand men, and twenty-eight thoufand tons of {hipping, and produced

about two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds a year.

That thefe branches of bufinefs, annihilated during the war, have been, in

fome degree, recovered fince : but that they labour under many and heavy

embarraffments, which, if not removed, or leffened, will render the fifheries

every year lefs extenfive and important.

That thefe embarraffments are, heavy duties on their produce abroad,
,
and

bounties on that of their competitors : and duties at home on feveral articles,

particularly ufed in the fifheries.

And it afks that the duties be taken off
;

that bounties be given to the fifher-

men
;
and the national influence be ufed abroad for obtaining better markets

for their produce.

The cod and whale fifheries, carried on by different perfons, from different

ports, in different veffels, in different feas, and feeking different markets, agree

in one circumftance, in being as unprofitable to the adventurer, as impoitant

to the public. A fuccinft view of their rife, progrefs, and prefent ftate, with diffe-

rent nations, may enable us to note the circumftances which have attended their

profperity, and their decline, to judge of the embarraffments, which are faid

to opprefs ours
;

to fee whether they depend on our own will, and may, theie-

fore, be remedied immediately by ourfelves, or, whether, depending on the

will of others, they are without the reach of remedy, from us, either direttly or

indire&ly.

Their hiflory, being as unconnected as their practice, they fhall be feparate-

ly confidered.

Within twenty years after the fuppofed difcoveryof Newfoundlancfiby the Ca-

bots, we find that the abundance of fifh on its banks, had already drawn the at-

tention of the people of Europe. For, as early as 1 5 1 7, or 1 5 1 9, we are told of

fifty (hips being feen there at one time. The firft adventurers in that fifhery, were
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die Brfcayans of Spain, the Bafques and Bas-Bretons of France, all united

anciently in language, and ftill in habits and in extreme poverty. The laft cir-

cumftance enabled them long to retain a confiderable lhare of the fifhery. In

1577, the French had one hundred and fifty veffels there; the Spaniards had
ftill one hundred

;
and the Portuguefe fifty, when the Englifh had only fifteen.

The Spaniards and Portuguefe feem, at length, to have retired filently, the

French and Englifh claiming the fifhery exclufively, as an appurtenance to their

adjacent colonies, and the profits being too fmall for nations furcharged with
the precious metals proceeding from their mines.

Without materials to trace the intermediate progrefs, we only know that fo

late as 1744, the French employed there five hundred and fixty-four fhips, and
twenty feven thoufand five hundred feamen, and took one million two hundred
and forty-fix thoufand kentals of ftfti, which was three times the extent to which
England and her colonies together carried this fifhery at that time.

The Englifh, in the beginning of the feventeenth century, had employed,
generally, about one hundred and fifty veffels in the Newfoundland fifhery.

About 1670, we find them reduced to eighty, and one hundred, the inhabi-

tants of New-England beginning now to fupplant them. A little before this,

the Britifh parliament, perceiving that their citizens were unable to fubfift on
the fcanty profits which fufficed for their poorer competitors, endeavoured to

give them fome advantage by prohibiting the importation of foreign fifh : and,
at the clofe of the century, they formed fome regulations for their government
and proteftion : and remitted to them fome duties. A fuccefsful war enabled
them in 1713 to force from the French, a ceffion of the ifland of NewfouiTd-
land. Under thefe encouragements, the Englifh and American fifheries began
to thrive. In 1731, we find the Englifh take two hundred thoufand kentals
of fifh, and the Americans two hundred and thirty thoufand, befides the re-

fufe fifh not fit for European markets. They continue to gain ground,
and the French to lofe it, infomuch, that about 1755, they are faid to have been
on a par : and, in 1768, the French have only two hundred and fifty-nine vef-

fels of twenty-four thoufand four hundred and twenty tons, nine thoufand fe-

ven hundred and twenty-two feamen, taking two hundred thoufand kentals,

while America alone, for fome three or four years before that, and fo on to the

commencement of the late war, employed fix hundred and fixty-five veffels,

of twenty-five thoufand fix hundred and fifty tons, and four thoufand four

hundred and five feamne, and took from three hundred and fifty thoufand, to

upwards of four hundred thoufand kentals of fifh, and England a ftill greater

quantity, five hundred and twenty-fix thoufand kentals, as is faid.

Spain had formally relinquifhed her pretenfions to a participation in thefe

fifheries, at the clofe of the preceding war : and, at the end of this, the adjacent

continent and iflands, being divided between the United States, the Englifh and
French (for the laft retained two fmall iflands merely for this objeti) the right

of fifhing was appropriated to them alfo.

France, feniible of the necefiity of balancing the power of England on the

water, and therefore, of improving every refource for railing feamen, and fee-

ing that her fifnermen could not maintain their competition without fome pub-
lic patronage, adopted the experiment of bounties on her own fifh, and duties

on that of foreign nations brought into her markets. But notwithftanding this,

her fifheries dwindle, from a change taken place, inlenfibly, in the character of

her navigation, which, from being the mod economical, is now become the

moft expenfive. In 1786, five is faid to have employed but feven thoufand
men in this fifhery, and to have taken four hundred and twenty-fix thoufand

kentals
; and in 1787, but fix thoufand men, and one hundred and twenty-
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eight thoufand kentals. She Teems not yet fenfible that the unthriftinefs of her

fifheries proceeds from the want of economy, and not the want ofmarkets
;
and

that the encouragement of our fifhery abridges that of a rival nation, whofe

power on the ocean has long threatened the lofs of all balance on that ele-

ment.

The plan of the Englilh government, fmce the peace, has been to prohibit

all foreign filh in their markets, and they have given from eighteen to fifty

pounds fterling, on every fifhing veflel complying with certain conditions. This

policy is faid to have been To far fuccefsful as to haveraifed the number of Tea-

men employed in thatbufinefs in 1786, to fourteen thoufand, and the quantity

of fifh taken, to feven hundred and thirty-two thoufand kentals. The table

No. 1, hereto annexed, will prefent to the eye, this hiftory more in detail.

The fifheries of the United States, annihilated during the war
;

their veffeis,

utenfils, and fifherinen deflroyed
;
their markets in the Mediterranean and Bri-

tifh-America loft, and their produce dutied in thofe of France, their competitors

enabled by bounties to meet and under fell them at the few markets remaining

open, without any public aid, and indeed, paying aids to the public : fuch

were the hopelefs aufpices, under which this important bufinefs was to be re-

fumed. Yet it was refumed, and, aided by the mere force of natural advanta-

ges, they employed, during the years 1786,— 7,—8,—9, on an average, five

hundred thirty-nine veffeis, of nineteen thoufand one hundred eighty-five tons,

three thoufand two hundred eighty-feven feamen, and took two hundred fifty

thoufand fix hundred fifty kentals of fifh : (fee No. 2) and an official paper

(No. 3) {hews that, in the laft of thofe years, our exportation amounted to three

hundred feventy-five thoufand and twenty kentals, and thirty thoufand four

hundred fixty-one barrels, deduction made of three thoufand feven hundred one

kentals, and fix thoufand three hundred forty- three barrels of foreign filh re-

ceived and re-exported. (See No. 4.) Still, however, the calculations in

(No. 5) which accompany the reprefentation, fhew, that the profits of the Tales

in the years 1787,— 8, were too fmall to afford a living to the fifherman, and

on thofe of 1789, there was fuch a lofs as to withdraw thirty-three veffeis, of

the town of Marblehead, alone, from the further purfuit of this bufinefs : And
the apprehenfion is, that, without fome public aid, thofe ftill remaining will

continue to withdraw, and this whole commerce be engroffed by a Tingle na-

tion.

This rapid view of the cod-fifhery, enables us to difcern under what policy

it has flouriftred or declined in the hands of other nations, and to mark the fa£t,

that it is too poor a bufinefs to be left to itfelf, even with the nation the moll

advantageoufty fituated.

It will now be proper to count the advantages which aid, and the difadvan-

tages which oppofe us in this conteft.

Our advantages are

1. The neighbourhood of the great fifheries, which permits our fifhermen to

bring home their fifh to be falted by their wives and children.

2. The fhore fifheries, fo near at hand as to enable the veffeis to run into

port in a florm, and fo leffen the rifle, for which diftant nations muff pay in-

furance.

3. The winter fifheries, which, like houfhold manufactures, employ por-

tions of time which would otherwife be ufelefs.

4. The finallnefs of the veffeis, which the fhortnefs of the voyage enables us

to employ, and which, confequently, require but a fmall capital.

B



5 - The cneapnefs of our veflels, which do not coft above the half of the Bal-
tic fir veflels, computing price and duration.

6. Their excellence as fea boats, which decreafes the rifle, and quickens the
returns.

7 - The fuperiority of our mariners in {kill, activity, enterprize, fobriety
and order.

8. The cheapnefs of proviflons.

9. The cheapnefs of cafks, which, of itfelf, is faid to be equal to an extra
profit of fifteen per cent.

Thefe advantages are of fuch force, that, while experience has proved that
no other nation can make a mercantile profit on the Newfoundland fifhery, nor
can fupport it without national aid, we can make a living profit, if vent for our
fifh can be procured.

Of the difadvantages oppofed to us, thofe which depend on ourfelves, are—
Tonnage, and naval duties on the veflels employed in the fifhery.

Impofl: duties on fait, on tea, rum, fugar, molafles, hooks, lines 7 Ufed in the
and leads, duck, cordage and cables, iron, hemp and twine. 3 fifhery.

Coarfe woollens worn by the fifhermen
; and the poll-tax levied by the State

on their perfons. The ftatement, No. 6, fhews the amount of thefe, exclufive
of the State tax, and drawback on the fifh exported, to be 5. 25 dollars per
man, 01 57. 75 dollars per veflel of fixty-five tons. When a bufinefsis fo nearly
in equilibrio, that one can hardly difeern whether the profit be fuflicient to con-
tinue it, or not, fmaller fums than thefe fuffice to turn the fcale againft it. To
thefe difadvantages, add ineffeaual duties on the importation of foreign fifh.
In juflification of thefe lafl, it is urged that the foreign fifh received, is in ex-
change for the produce of agriculture. To which it may be anfwered, that
the thing given, is more merchantable than that received in exchange, and that
agriculture has too many markets to be allowed to take away thofe of the fifh-
eiies. It will reft, therefore, with the wifdom of the legiflature, to decide
whether prohibition fhould not be oppofed to prohibition, and high duty to
high duty, cn the fifh ofother nations 1 Whether any, and which of the naval
and other duties, may be remitted, or an equivalent given to the fifherman in
the form of a diawback or bounty

5
and whether the lofs of markets abroad

may not,. in fome degree, be compenfated by creating markets at home
;
to

which might conti ibute the confcituting fifh a part of the military ration, in
ftations, not too diftant from navigation, a part of the neceflary fea ftores of vef-
fels, and the encouraging private individuals to let the fifherman fhare with
the cultivator, in furnifhing the fupplies of the table. A habit introduced from
motives of patriotifm, would foen be followed, from motives of tafte : And
who will undertaken fix limits to this demand, if it can be once excited, with a
nation which doubles, and will long continue to double at very fhort periods ?

Of the difadvantages, which depend on others, are

—

1 . The lofs of the Mediterranean markets.
2. Exclufions from the markets of fome of our neighbours.
3. High duties in thofe ofothers, and

—

4. Bounties to the individuals in competition with us.

1 he confideration of thefe will And its place more aptly, after a review of
the condition of our whale fifhery, fliall have led us to the fame point. To
this branch of the fubjeft, therefore, we will now proceed.
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The whale fiifhery was fir ft brought into notice of thefouthern nations of
Europe, in the fifteenth century, by the fame Bifcayans and Bafques, who led
the way to the fifhery of Newfoundland. They began it on their own coafts,

but foon found that the principal refidence of the whale, was in the northern
feas, info which, therefore, they purfued him. In 1578, they employed twen-
ty-five fhips in that bufinefs

;
the Dutch and Hamburghers took it up after

this, and about the middle or the feventeenth century, the former employed
about two hundred fhips, and the latter three hundred and fifty.

The Englifh endeavoured alfo to participate of it. In 1 672, j|
they offered to

their own fifhermen a bounty of fix findings a ton, on the oil they fhould bring
home, and inftituted at different times, different exclufive companies, all of
which failed offuccefs. They raifed their bounty in 1733 §9 to tweny drillings

a ton on the admeafurement of the veffel. In 1740, to thirty fhillings, with
a privilege to the fifherman againft being impreffed. The Bafque-fifhery, fup-
ported by poverty alone, had maintained but a feeble exiftence, before compe-
titors, aided by the bounties of their nation, and was, in fine, annihilated by the
war of 1745, at theclofe ofwhich, the Englifh bounty was raifed to forty {hil-

lings. From this epoch, their whale fifhery went on between the limits of
twenty-eight and fixty-feven veffels, till the commencement of the lafl war.

The Dutch in the mean time, had declined gradually to about one hundred
and thirty fhips, and have fince that fallen down to lefs than half that number :

fo that their fifhery, notwithflanding a bounty of thirty florins a man, as well

as that of Hamburgh, is now nearly out of competition.

In 1715, the Americans began their whale fifhery. They were led to it at

firft by the whales which prefented themfelves on their coafts. They attacked

them there in fmall veffels of forty tons. As the whale, being infefted, retired

from the coaft,they followed him farther and farther into the ocean, ftill en-

larging their veffels, with their adventures, to fixty, one hundred, and two hun-
dred tons. Having extended their purfuit to the Weftern Iflands, they fell in,

accidently, with the fpermacaeti whale, of a different fpecies from that of Green-
land, which alone had been hitherto known in commerce

;
more fierce and

active, and whofe oil and head-matter was found to be more valuable, as it

might be ufed in the interior of houfes without offending the fmell. The dif-

tinflion now firft arofe between the northern and fouthern filheries
;
the objedl

of the former being the Greenland whale, which frequents the northern coafts

and feas of Europe and America, that of the latter being the fpermacmti whale,

which was found in the fou'hern feas, from the Weftern Iflands and coaft of

Africa to that of Brasil, and ftill on to the Falkland Iflands. Here again,

within foundings, on the coaft of Brazil, they found a third fpecies of whale,
which they called the black, or Brazil whale, finaller than the Greenland, yield-

ing a ftill lefs valuable oil, fit only for fummer ufe, as it becomes opaque at fif-

ty degrees of Farenheit’s thermometer, while that of the fpermacreti whale is

limped to forty-one, and of the Greenland whale to thirty-fix, of the fame ther-

mometer. It is only worth taking therefore, when it falls in the way of the
fifhermen, but not worth feeking, except when they have failed of fuccefs

againft the fpermacmti whale, in which cafe this kind, eafily found and taken,

ferves to moderate their lofs.

In 1771, the Americans had one hundred and eighty-three veffels, of thir-

teen thoufand eight hundred and twenty tons, in the northern fifhery, and one
hundred and twenty-one veffels, of fourteen thoufand and twenty tons, in the

U 25. Car, II. c. 7. § 6. G. II. c. 33.
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fouthern, navigated by four thoufand and fifty-nine mem At the beginning of

the late war, they had one hundred and feventy-feven veffels in the northern,

and one hundred and thirty-two in the fouthern fiffury.

At that period, our filhery being fufpended, the Englifh feized the opportu-

nity of pufhing theirs. They gave additional bounties of five hundred, four

hundred, three hundred, two hundred, one hundred pounds llerling, annually,

to the five fhips, which fnould take the greateft quantities of oil. The effect of

which wasfuch, as, by the year 1786, to double the quantity of common oil

neceffary for their own confumption. Finding, on a review of the fubjedt, at

that time, that their bounties had coll the govern meat thirteen pounds ten

{hillings fterlinga man annually, or fixty per cent, on the cargoes, a part of

which went confequently to eafethe purchafes of this article made by foreign

nations, they reduced the northern bounty from forty to thirty (hillings the ton

of admeafurement.

They had fome little time before turned their attention to the fouthern fifh-

ery, had given very great bounties in it, j- and had invited the fifherrnen of the

United States, to conduct their enterprizes. Under their guidance, and with

fuch encouragement, this fifhery, which had only begun with them in 1784 or

1785, was rifing into value. In 1788, they increafed * their bounties, and
thetemptations to our fifherrnen, under the general defcriptlon offoreigners who
had been employed in the whale-ffjery, to pafs over with their families and veffels

to the Britifh dominions either in America or Europe, but preferably to the lat-

ter. The effect of thefe meafures had been prepared by our whale oils becom-
ing fubjedt, in their market, to the foreign duty of eighteen pounds five dril-

lings fterling the ton, which, being more than equal to the price of the com-
mon oil, operated as a prohibition on that, and gave to their own fpermacaeti

oil a preferance over ours to that amount. The particulars of this hiftory are

prefented to the eye, more in detail, in the table No. 7.

The fifherrnen of the United States, left without refource by the Iofs of their

market, began to think of accepting the Britifh invitation, and of removing

—

fome to Nova-Scotia, preferring fmaller advantages in the neighbourhood of

their ancient country and friends, others to Great-Britain, poftponing country

and friends to high premiums.

The government of 'France could not be inattentive to thefe proceedings.

They fawthe danger of letting four or five thoufand feamen, of the bed in the

world, be transferred to the marine ftrength of another nation, and carry over

with them an art, which they poffeffed almoft exclufively. To give time fora

counter plan, the Marquis de la Fayette, the valuable friend and citizen of this,

as well as that country, wrote to a gentleman in Bofton to diffuade the fisher-

men from accepting the Britifh propofals, and to affure them that their friends

in France would endeavour to do fomething for them. A veffei was then ar-

rived from Halifax, at Nantucket, to take off thole who had propofed to re-

move. Two families had gone aboard, and others were going. In this mo-
ment, the letter arriving, fufpended their defigns. Not another went aboard,

•and the veffei returned to Halifax with only the two families.

The plan adopted by the French miniftry, very different from that of the firft

mover, was to give a counter invitation to the Nantucket men to remove and

fettle in Dunkirk, offering them a bounty of fifty livres (between nine and ten

dollars) a ton on the admeafurement of the veffels they (hould equip for the

whale fifliery, with fome other advantages. Nine families only, of thirty-three

+ 26 G. III. c. 50. * 28 G. III. c. 20.
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perfons, accepted this invitation.. This was in 1785. In 1786, the mmiftry

were led to fee, that their invitation would produce but bttle effect, and that

the true means of preventing the emigration of our fifhermen to the Britifh do-

minions would be to enable them {fill to follow their calling from their native

country by giving them a newmarket for their oils,inft.ead of the old one they

had lolt/ The duties were, therefore, abated on American whale oil immedi-

ately, and a further abatement promifed by the letter. No. 8, and in Decem-

ber/ 1787, the arret, No. 9, was palled.

The rival filhermen immediately endeavoured to turn this meafure to their

own advantage, by pouring their whale oils into the markets of.France, where

they were enabled, by the great premiums received from their government,

perhaps too by extraordinary indemnifications, to underfell both the b reach and

American fifhermen. To repel this meafure, France fhut her ports to a o-

reign fifh oils whatever, by the arret No. 1 o. I he Britilh whale fifhery red, in

confequence, the enfuingyear, from two hundred and twenty-two to one hun-

dred and feventy-eight fhips. But this general exclufion had palfied our fishe-

ry alfo. On the feventh of December, 1788, therefore, by the arret No. x 1,

the ports of France, ftill remaining fhut to all other nations, were again opened

to the produce of the whale frfheries of the United States
;
continuing, however,

their endeavours to recover a fhare in this fifhery themfelv.es, by the aid of our

fifhermen. In 1784,—5,—6, they had had four fhips ;
in 1787, three ;

m
1788, feventeen in the two fifheries, of four thoufand five hundred ton. ihele

cofl them in bounty, two hundred and twenty-five thoufand livres, which di-

vided on one thoufand five hundred and fifty tons of oil, the quantity they

took, amounted to one hundred and forty-five livres (.near twenty-feven dol-

lars) the ton
;
and on about one hundred natives on board the feventeen

fhips, (for there were one hundred and fifty Americans engaged by the voy-

age) came to two thoufand two hundred and fifty livres, or about four hundred

and fixteen dollars and two-thirds a man.

We havehad during the years 1787, 1788, 1789, on an average, ninety-one

veffels, of five thoufand eight hundred and twenty tons, in the northern, and

thirty-one, offour thoufand three hundred and ninety tons, m the iouthern

fifhery. See No. 12.

Thefe details will enable Congrefs to fee with what a competition we have

to ftruggle for the continuance of this fifhery, not to fay it’s increafe. Again t

prohibitory duties in one country, and bounties to the adventurers m both or

thofe which are contending with each other for the fame objeft, ours have, no

auxiliaries but poverty and rigorous economy. 1 he bufinefs, unaided, is a

wretched one. The Dutch have peculiar advantages for the northern fifnery,

as being within fix or eight days fail of the grounds, as navigating wit h more

economy than any other nation in Europe, their feamen concent with lowei

wages, and their merchants with lower profits. Yet the memorial No. 13,

from a committee of the whale merchants to the States General of Holland in

the vear 177 c, ftates that fourteen millions of guilders, equal to five millions fix

hundred thoufand dollars, had been loft in that fifhery in forty-feven years, being

about one hundred and twenty thoufand dollars a year. Ihe States Geneial

thereupon gave a bounty of thirty guilders a man to the fifhermen.. A permit

intimately acquainted with the Britifh whale fifhery, and whofe information

merits confidence,has given affurance that the Ihips employed in their northern

fifhery in 1788, funk eight hundred pounds each on an average, more than

the amount of the produce and bounties. An Englifh flnp of three hun r

tons and forty-two feamen in this fifhery generally brings home, aftei a four

months voyage, twenty-five ton of oil, worth four hundred and thirty-fe e

pounds ten {hillings iterling
5
but the wages of the officers and feamen will be

c
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lour hundred pounds, there remain but thirty-feven pounds ten {hillings nc5t
worrh taking into account towards the outfit and merchants profit. Thefe then
muft be paid by the government

j and it is on this idea that the Bridfh bounty
is calculated. 1

i •?
Ur

.
ve^s ^or t ^ie no rfhern fifhery average fixty-four tons, and coft whefi

oui r, fitted out, and victualled for their firft voyage, about three thoufand
dollars. They have taken on an average the three laft years, according to the
atement No. 12, eighteen tons of oil, worrh, at our market, nine hundred

dollars, which are to pay all expences, and fubfift the fifherman and merchant.
Out vends for the fouthern filhery average one hundred and forty tons, and
coft, when built, fitted out, and viaualled, for their firft voyage, about fix
t oufand five hundred dollars. T hey have taken on an average the three laft;
years, according to the fame ftatement, thirty-two tons of oil, each worth at
oui market thiee thoufand two hundred dollars, which are, in like manner,
to pay all expences and fubfift the owners and navigators. Thefe expences are
£r5.

at
’
as voyages are generally of twelve months duration. No hope can

. -°
1

t leir cond^on being bettered by an augmentation of the price of oil.
ihis is kept down by the competition of the vegetable oils, which anfwer the
fame purpofes, not quite fo well, but well enough to become preferable, were
t e price to be raifed, and fo well indeed as to be more generally ufed than the
fim oils for lighting houfes and cities.

"bb6 American whale fifhery is principally followed by the inhabitants of the
l and of Nantucket, a fand bar of about fifteen miles long and three broad,
capable oi maintaining by its agriculture about twenty families : but it employ-
ed in theie fiftieries before the war, between five and fix thoufand men and
boys

;
and in the only harbour it pofiefles, it had one hundred and fortv vef-

fels, one hundred and thirty-two of which were of the larger kind, as being
employed in the fouthern fifhery. In agriculture then, they have no refource,
and, if that of their fifhery cannot be purfued from their own habitations, it is
natural they fhould feek others from which it can be followed, and pre-
.leraoly tnofe where they will find a famenefs of language, religion, laws, ha-
bits, and kindred. A foreign emiffary has lately been among them, for the
purpofe of renewing the invitations to a change of fituation. But attached to
theii native country, they prefer continuing in it, if their continuance there can
be made fupportable.

This brings us to the queftion, what relief does the condition of this fifhery
require ?

3

1 ft. A remiffionof duties on the articles ufed for their calling.
2d.. A retaliating duty on foreign oils, coming to feek a competition with

them in or from our ports.

3d. Free markets abroad.

iff. T. he remiffion of duties will ftand on nearly the fame ground with that
to the cod fifhermen.

2d. Ihe only nation whofe oil is brought hither for competition with our
own, makes ours pay a duty of about eighty-two dollars the ton, in their ports.
I heirs is brought nere too, to be re-fhipped fraudulently under our flag into
ports where it could not be received under theirs, and ought not to be covered
by ours, if we mean to preferve our own admiffion into them. The

3d, And principal object, is to find markets for the vent of oil.

Portugal, England, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Pruflia, Ruffia, the Hanfe
towns, , lupply themfelves and fomething more. Spain and Italy receive fup-
pnes from England, and need the lets as their ikies are clearer. France is the
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only country which can take our furplus, and they take principally of the com-
mon oil

;
as the habit is but commencing with them of afcribing a juft value

to that of the fpennacseti whale. Some of this, however, finds its vent there.

There was, indeed, a particular intereft perpetually foliciting the exclufion of

our oils from their markets. The late government there faw well, that what
we Ihould lofe thereby, would be gained by others, not by themfelves. And
we are to hope that the prefent government, as wife and friendly, will alfo

view us, not as rivals, but as co-operators againft a common rival. Friendly

arrangements with them, and accommodation to mutual intereft, rendered
eafier by friendly difpofitiohs exiftihg on both Tides, may long fecure to us this

important refource for our feamen. Nor is it the intereft of the filherman

alone, which calls for the cultivation of friendly arrangements with that na-

tion. Befides five-eighths of our whale oil, and two-thirds of our falted fifb,

they take from us one-fourth of our tobacco, three-fourths of our live flock

(No. 14.) a confiderable and -growing portion of our rice, great fupplies oc-

cafionally of other grain
;

in 1789, which, indeed, was extraordinary, four

millions of bufhels of wheat, and upwards of a million of bufhels of rye and bar-

ley (No. 15.) and nearly the whole carried in our own vefiels (No. 16.) They
are a free market now/-, and will in time be a valuable one for our fliips and fhip-

timber, potafh and peltry.

England is the market for the greater part of our fpermacteti oil. Theyim-
pofe on all our oils, a duty of eighteen pounds five (hillings fterling the ton,

which, as to the common kind, is a prohibition, as has been before obferved,

and as to that of the fpermacaeti, gives a preference of theirs over ours to that

amount, fo as to leave in the end, but a fcanty benefit to the filherman
;
and

not long fince, by a change of conftru&ion, without any change of the law, it

was made to exclude our oils from their ports, when carried in our own vef-

fels. On fome change of circumftance, it was conftrued back again to the

reception of our oils
,
on paying always, however the fame duty of eighteen

pounds five /hillings. This ferves to fhew that the tenure by which we hold
the admifiion of this commodity in their markets, is as precarious as it is hard.

Nor can it be announced that there is any difpofition on their part, to arrange
this or any other commercial matter, to mutual convenience. The exparte

regulations which they have begun for mounting their navigation on the ruins

of ours, can only be oppofed by counter regulations on our part. And the

lofs of feamen, the natural confequence of loft and obftructed markets for our
fiflr and oil, calls in the firft place, for ferious and timely attention. It will be
too late when the feaman fhall have changed his vocation, or gone over to ano-

ther intereft. If we cannot recover and fecure for him thefe important branches

of employment, it behoves us to replace them by others equivalent. We
have three nurferies for forming feamen ;

1. Our coafting trade, already on a fafe footing.

2. Our fi{herids, which in fpite of natural advantages, give juft caufe ofanxiety.

3. Our carrying trade, the only refource of indemnification for what we lofe;

in the other. The produce of the United States, which is carried to foreign

markets, is extremely bulky. That part of it now in the hands of foreigners,

and which we may refume into our own, without touching the rights of thofe

nations who have met us in fair arrangements by treaty, or the interefts of thofe,

who, by their voluntary regulations, have paid fo juft and liberal a refped to our

interefts, as being meafured back to them again, places both parties on as good
ground, perhaps, as treaties could place them : the proportion, I fay, of our

carrying trade, which may be relumed without affefting either of thefe deferip-

tions of nations, will find conftant employment for ten thoufand feamen, be

worth two millions of dollars annually, will go on augmenting with the popu-

/
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lationof the United States, fecure to us a full indemnification for the feamen

we lofe, and be taken wholly from thofe who force us to this act of felf-pro-

te&ion, in navigation.

Hence too would follow that their Newfoundland lhips, not receiving pro-

vifions from us in their bottoms, nor permitted (by a law of their own) to re-

ceive in ours, mull draw their lubfiftence from Europe, which would encreafe

that part of their expences in the proportion of four to feven, and fo far oper-

ate as a duty towards reltoring the level between them and us. The tables

No. 2, and 12, will Ihew the quantity of tonnage, and confequently the mafs

of feamen whofe interefts are in diftrefs
;
and No. 17, the materials for in-

demnification.

If regulations, exactly the counterpart of thofe ellablifhed againft us, would

be ineffectual from a difference of circumftances, other regulations equivalent

can give no reafonable ground of complaint to any nation. Admitting their

right of keeping their markets to themfelves, ours cannot be denied of keep-

ing our carrying trade to ourfelves. And if there be any thing unfriendly in

this, it was in the firft example.

The lofs of feamen unnoticed, would be followed by other Ioffes in a long

train. If we have no feamen, our fbips will be ufelefs, confequently our fhip-

timber, iron and hemp
;
our fhip-building will be at an end, fhip carpenters

go over to other nations, our young men have no call to thefea, our produce

carried in foreign bottoms, be faddled with war-freight and infurance in times

of war ; and the hiftory of the laft one hundred years, fhews that the nation

which is our carrier has three years of war for every four years of peace.

(No. 18) We lofe, during the fame periods, the carriage for belligerant pow-

ers, which the neutrality of our flag would render an incalculable fource of

profit
;
we lofe at this moment the carriage of our own produce to the annual

amount of two millions of dollars, which in the poflible progrefs of the encroach-

ment, may extend to five or fix millions, the worth of the whole, with an in-

creafe in the proportion of the increafe of our numbers. It is eafier as well

as better, to flop this train at its entrance, than when it ihall have ruined or

banilhed whole claffes of ufeful and induftrious citizens.

It will doubtlefs be thought expedient that the refumption fuggefted Ihould

take effect fo gradually as not to endanger the lofs of produce for the want of

tranfportation ; but that, in order to create tranfportation, the whole plan

Ihould be developed, and made known at once, that the individuals who may
be difpofed to lay themfelves out for the carrying bufinefs may make their cal-

culations on a full view of all circumftances.

On the whole, the hiftorical view we have taken of thefe fiflieries proves they

are fo poor in themfelves as to come to nothing with diftant nations, w'ho do
not fupport them from their treafury. We have feen that the advantages of

our pofition place our filheries on aground fomewhat higher, fuch as to re-

lieve our treafury from the neceffity of giving them fupport, but nor to permit

it to draw fupport from them, nor to difpenfe the government from the obliga-

tion of effeftuating free markets for them, that for the great proportion of our

faked fifti, for our common oil, and a part of our fpermacasti oil, markets may
perhaps, be preferved by friendly arrangements towards thofe nations whofe
arrangements are friendly to us, and the refidue be compenfated by giving to

the feamen thrown out of bufinefs the certainty of employment in another

branch of which we have the foie difpofal.

fiomad '/-ejf&'uon. Secretary of State.

February id, 1791.
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—No. IV.—

[

ABSTRACT of articles imported into the United States from Britijh colonies,for
one year, commencing the i$tb Augujl, 1789, and finding on the 14th Augujl,

1790, as far as the accounts have been rendered.

6,343 barrels of pickled fifh.

Cwt. 3,701.2. 20 lbs. of dried fifh.

Note.—Oil and lumber imported, paying a duty ad valoresn
,
the quantity of.

each can only be ascertained by the Several collectors having reference to the
original entries.

JOSEPH NOURSE, Regifter.
Treasury Department,

Aegifter’s Office, 23d November, 1790.

—No. V.—

WE the fubfcribers, being a Committee appointed by the owners of fifhing

velfels, in the town of Marblehead, to take into consideration the many griev-

ances and burdens the cod fifhery now labours under, and to make a flatement
of them

;
which flatement fo made, to be handed to Col. Glover, by him to

be laid before the Committee of the General Court, appointed to confider the
fame, do report the faid flatement as follows, viz.

1. Impoft duties on fait.

2. duties and excife on rum, fugar and molaffes.

3. on hooks, lines and leads.

4. on coarfe woollens.

5. on duck, cordage and cables.

6. on hemp, iron and twine.

7. Tonnage and naval duties.

8. The ineffectual duties on foreign fifh.

9. The duties our fifheries pay at foreign markets, while the fifheries of
France and England receive large privileges and bounties from their

governments.

10. The heavy poll-tax laid on the fifhermen.

11. Excife on New-England rum.

It appears to the committee from an exaft invefligation, that the earnings
undexpences of the fifhing fchooners of this town, for the years 1787,—8, 9,
Nvere to the earnings of each fchooner, viz.

For the year 1787, f. 143
For the year 1788, - 137
For the year 1789, - - - - 82

And that the annual average expences of thefe velfels,

inclufive of infurance,

It alfo appears, that the number of fchooners employed in the grand bank
fifhery for the year 1789, were one hundred and twenty-four, nineteen ofwhich
were property of perfons not belonging to the town, and of which number
thirty-three lail have been taken out of the fifhery from the declenfion of the
bufinefs, exclufi.veof the aforementioned difadvantages.
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That the bounty granted to the fifhery by Congrefs, as a compenfation for

the duty on fait, this Committee humbly conceive will not operate to that pur-

pofe fo effectually, as if paid dired into the hands of the owners of the veffels,

inftead of the fhippers of the fifh.

Marblehead, Feb. lft, 1790.

JOHN GLOVER,
ISRAEL FOSTER,
EDWARD FETYPLACE,
WILLIAM KNIGHT,
SAMUEL HOOPER,
ROBERT HOOPER, jun.

WILLIAM R. LEE,
RICHARD FEDRICK,
KNOTT PEDRICK,
SAMUEL R. GERRY,
RICHARD JAMES,
JOSHUA ORNE,
MARSTON WATSON.

A true Copy. Atteft,

JOHN AVERY, jun. Secretary.

—No. VL-

AN eftimate of the duties paid by the proprietors and navigators of a fifhing

veffel of fixty-five tons and eleven hands.

Duty on Salt, - - - 80. 25

Rum, 14

Tea, - - - 2. 64
Sugar, - - - 3-3
Molaffes, - - 99
Coarfe woollens, - - 7 * 33
Lines, lead and hooks, - 2.9
Sail cloth,—yearly average, - 2. 5
Cordage, cables, do. - 20

Tonnage, - - 3 * 9
Iron,—yearly average, - 1

138 divided on eleven men,

is 12. 5 cents per man.

But deducting the drawback of the duty on fait, it remains 57. 75 dolls, on

the whole, or 5. 2 5 dolls, on each man.

E
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—No. VII—

An. hiftorical View of the WHALE-FISHERIES of

HOLLAND, ENGLAND, and the UNITED STATES.
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—No. VIII.—

M. JEFFERSON, Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States.

Fontainbleau
, October 22, 1786.

S .1 R,

AS it is the intention of the King to favor, as much as poffible, the com-
merce of the United States, I have the honor to communicate to you the

meafures that have been taken on this fubjedl.

By a letter of the gth January, 1784, to the Marquis de la Fayette, I in-

formed him that indead of two free ports promifed by the treaty with the

United States, the King had determined to grant them four, which has been
done

5
and I promifed him that I would direft my attention to the cuftom-

houfes and duties which are prejudicial to commerce, obferving however that

this objedt demanded long inveftigations, which are not yet compleated. By
another letter I informed him, that his Majefty had fupprefled the duties upon
the exportation of brandy, and I expected this fupprefiion would be ufeful to

the American commerce
;

I likewife promifed him that the duties of the King
and the admiralty, payable by an American veffel on her arrival in a French

port, Ihould be diminilhed and reduced to a Angle duty, and regulated accord-

ing to the number of malts and draught of water, and not by the uncertain

eftimation of meafurement. This reduction requires a perfect knowledge of

all the duties paid in our ports
;
and as they are of various kinds, the Ifate-

ments which I have ordered to be made are not ready.

You know, fir, that the King has appointed a Committee for the particular

purpofe ofexamining our commercial connections with the United States, and
that the Marquis de la Fayette has prefenteda project conformable to the ideas

contained in your letter to the Count de Vergennes
;
but you will confider

how imprudent it would be to hazard by a change of fyftern, the product of
a branch of revenue which amounts to twenty-eight millions, upon an article

which is not of the frit neceffity—after a long difcufiion of every means that

can be at prefent adopted to encourage the importation of American tobacco,

it has beenrefolved not to break the agreement made with Mr. Morris, but that

after the expiration of this contrad, no fimilar one lhall be made, and that in

the mean while, the farmers general Ihould be obliged to purchafe, annually,

about fifteen thoufand hoglheads of American tobacco imported dire&ly from
the United States, in French or American veffels at the fame price, on the

fame conditions which have been ftipulated by the contratt with Mr. Morris.

You will remember, fir, that before a regulation could be made in favor

of the importation of whale oil, the Marquis de la Fayette had taken a parti-

cular arrangement with Mr. Sangrain for the fale of this article, to the amount
of eight hundred thoufand livres, and that I had granted him paifports in or-

der to render this firft importation, free from all duties whatfoever. The
fame Mr. Sangrain, afterwards made an agreement with fome merchants of

Bofton, to the yearly amount of four hundred thoufand livres, to laft during
fix years, for which his Majefty has granted the fame favors which are enjoyed
by the Hanfe Towns.

This matter having been lately more extenfively examined, the admini-

ftration to whom the Committee communicated their wilh, agreeable to the

Marquis de la Fayette’s demand and your opinion, entirely to abolifh all duties

upon oil, have found that at prefent, they could not confent to it, on account

of the engagements made with other powers. All that could be done was to

grant, during ten years, to the whale oil, fpermacasti, and whatever is compre-
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hended within thefe denominations, imported from the United States in French

or American veffels, the fame favors, the fame diminution of duties which the

Hanfe Towns enjoy.

His Majefty hopes that the commercial connections between the United

States and France, will become fo confiderable as to engage him to continue

the effeCt of this provifional determination ;
and as it has been obferved by

the Committee, that a great duty of fabrication has been hitherto paid upon

the molt favored whale oil, and even upon the national, his
.

Majefty confents

to abolifh the duty of fabrication with refpedl to the whale oil and fpermacseti,

diredly imported from the United States in French or American bottoms, fo

that this oil and fpermacseti {hall not pay, during ten years, any. other duty but

feven livres ten fols, and ten fols per livre
;

this lad augmentation of ten lols

per livre, fhall ceafe in 179°*

It has alfo been determined that particular informations be taken concern-

ing the confumption of Carolina rice in France, and that means be devifed to

encourage the importation of this article.

Reprefentations having been made concerning the confiderable duties laid

upon the importation of pot-afh and pearl-afh, alfo upon beaver-lkins and hair

and raw leather, his Majefty has fupprelfed all duties whatsoever upon thofe

articles, if imported of the growth of the United States in French or Af-
rican veffels. He is likewife defirous of encouraging every article of Ameri-

can fur.

His Majefty has moreover confented to abolifh all duties upon mafts, yards,

keels for fhips, red cedar, green oak, and in a word, all kinds of wood fit-for

fhip-building imported from the United States in French or American veffels.

The Committee having likewife reprefented, that there was a duty of five

per cent, on the purchafe of foreign built fhips, and that this duty was preju-

dicial to the fale of American veffels, his Majefty has been pleaieo to exempt

from all duties, the purchafe of fhips which fhall be proved to be Duilt in the

United States.

Great duties having formerly been laid upon all fhrubs, trees and feed, his

Majefty has abolifhed thefe duties, when the above articles fhall be imported

in French or American veffels.

It having been reprefented that the ftate of Virginia had ordered the arms

for her militia to be made in France, an order is paffed, that the prohibitions

which hitherto have prevented the exportation of arms and gunpowder, as

well as the duties laid upon thefe articles when exported by permillion, fhall

be abolifhed
;

and that whenever the United States fhall think it expedient

to export from France, arms, guns and gunpowder, they fhall have full per-

miffion, provided thefe articles are exported in French or American veffels,

and they fhall be liable only to a very fma-11 duty, in order to facilitate the cal-

culation of exports.

Laftly, his Majefty has received with the fame favor, the applications made

to the Committee for the fuppreflion of the heavy duties actually paid upon

books and papers of all kinds: the King abolifhes all thefe duties when the

above articles fhall be exported to the United States in french or American

veffels.

It is with great pleafure, fir, that I inform you of the difpofitions of his Ma-

jefty
;
they are a new teftimony of his great defire to eftablifh the molt inti-

mate commercial connection between the two nations, and of the favorable
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attention he will always pay to any propofal made in the name of the United
States of America.

i

I have the honor of being, with fincere attachment,

S I R,

Your moll; humble, and

Moll; obedient fervant,

De COLONNE.

P. S. Your nation will undoubtedly receive with pleafure, the informa-
tion of the facilities which the King has juft granted to the exportation of the
wines of Bourdeaux, Guienne, and Touraine, and the fuppreflion of the du-
ties granted by different arrets of Council, of which the Marquis de la Fayette
will give you notice.

—No. IX.—

An ACT of the King’s Council of State, for the encouragement of the com-
merce of France with the United States of America.

December 29th, 1787.

Extractfrom the Records of the Council of State.

THE King defirous of encouraging the commerce of his fubjeds, with the
United States of America, and of facilitating between the two nations connec-
tions reciprocally ufeful : Having heard the report of the Sieur Lambert, Coun-
fellor of State, and of the Royal Council of Finance and Commerce, Comp-
troller General of Finance, his Majefty being in his Council, has ordained and
does ordain as follows :

ARTICLE I.

AYhale oils and fpennacasti, the produce of the fifhenes of the citizens and
inhabitants of the United States of America, which fhall be brought into France
diredtly in French veflels, or, in thofe of the United States, fhall continue to
be fubjefted to a duty only of feven livres ten fols the barrel of five hundred
arid twenty pounds weight, and whale-fins fhall be fubjedt to a duty ofonly fix
livres thirteen fols four deniers the kental, with the ten fols per livre on each
of the faid duties

; which ten fols per livre fhall ceafe on the laft day of Decem-
ber one thoufand feven hundred and ninety

;
his Majefty referving to himfelf

to grant further favors to the produce of the whale fifheries carried on by
the fifhermen of the United States of America, which fhall be brought into
France in French veflels, or in thofe of the United States, if, on the informa-
tion which his Majefty fhall caufe to be taken thereon, he fhall judge it expe-
dient for the intereft of the tv/o nations.

n.
The other fifh oils, and dry or falted fifh, the produce in like manner of the

fifheries of the citizens and inhabitants of the United States, and brought alfo
diredtly into France, in their, or in French veflels, fhall not pay any other nor
greater duties than thofe to which the oils and fifh of the fame kind, the pro-
duce of the fifheries of the Hanfeatic Towns, or of other the moft favored na-
tions, are or fhall be fubjedt in the fame cafe.

HI.
The manufadture of candles and tapers of fpermacaeti, fhall be permitted in

France, as that of other candles and tapers.

F
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IV.

Corn, wheat, rye, rice, peas, beans, lentils, flax-feed and other feeds, flour,

trees and fhrubs, pot-afh and pearl-alh, fkins and fur of beaver, raw hides, furs

and peltry, and timber brought from the United States directly into France in

French veffels or in thofe of the United States, fliall not be fubjedl but to a du-

ty of one eighth per cent, on their value.

V.

Veffels built in the United States and fold in France, or purchafed by French-

men, fhall be exempt from all duties, on proof that they were built in the United

States.

VI.

Turpentine, tar and pitch, the produce of the United States of America,

and brought diredlly into France in French veffels or in thofe of the United
States, fhall pay only a duty oftwo and a half per cent, on their value

; and as

well the duties mentioned in this as in the fourth article, fhall be exempt from
all addition of fous per livre.

VH.
The exportation of arms of all forts, and of gunpowder, for the United States

of America, fhall be always permitted in French veffels, or in thofe of the Uni-

ted States, paying for the arms a duty of one-eighth per cent, on their value
;

and gunpowder in that cafe fhall be exempt from all duty, on giving a caution-

ary bond.

VIII.

Papers of all forts
;
even paper hangings and coloured papers, pafle-board

and books, fhall be exempt from all duties on their embarkation for the United

States ofAmerica, in French veffels or in thofe of the United States, and fhall

be entitled in that cafe to a reflitution of the fabrication duties on paper and

pafle-board.

IX.

The admiralty duties on the veffels of the United States entering into, or

going out of the ports of France, fhall not be levied but conformably with the

edidt of the month of June lad, in the cafes therein provided for, and with the

letters-patent of the tenth of January, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy,

for the objedls for which no provifion fhall have been made by the faid edidt

:

his Majefly referving to himfelf moreover to make known his intentions as to

the manner in which the faid duties fhall be levied, whether in proportion to

the tonnage of the veffels or otherwife : as alfo to Amplify the faid duties of the

admiralty, and to regulate them as far as fhall be poffible, on the principle of

reciprocity, as foon as the orders fhall be completed which were given by his

Majefly according to the twenty-flxth article of the faid edidt of the month of

June lafl.

X.

The entrepot (or floring) of all the produdlions and merchandize of the

United States, fhall be permitted for Ax months, in all the ports of France,

open to the commerce of her colonies
;
and the faid entrepot fhall be fubject

only to a duty of one-eighth per cent.

XI.

To favor the exportation of arms, hardware, jewellery, bonnetery * of

wool and ofcotton, coarfe woollens, fmall draperies and fluffs of cotton of all

forts, and other merchandizes of French fabric, which fliall be fent to the Uni-

ted States of America in French veffels, or in thofe of the United States, his

Majefly referves to himfelf to grant encouragements which fliall be immedi-

* This term includes bonnets, Jlockings,Jocks, under zoaijlcoats
,
drawers, gloves and mittens, as

Jold by the bonneliers-.
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ately regulated in his council, according to the nature of each of the faid mer-
chandizes.

XII.

As to other merchandizes not mentioned in this aft, brought direftly into

France from theUnited States in their or in French veffels, or carried from France
to the faid United States in French veffels, or in thofe of the United States, and
with refpeft to all commercial conventions whatfoever, his Majefty wills and
ordains that the citizens of the United States enjoy in France the fame rights,

privileges and exemptions with the fubjefts of his Majefty : faving the execu-
tion of what is provided in the ninth article hereof.

XIII.

His Majefty grants to the citizens and inhabitants of the United States,

all the advantages which are enjoyed, or which may be hereafter enjoyed by
the moft favored nations in his colonies of America; and moreover his Majef-

ty affures to the faid citizens and inhabitants of the United States, all the pri-

vileges and advantages which his own fubjefts of France enjoy, or {hall enjoy,

in Alia and in the fcales leading thereto : Provided always that their veffels

lhall have been fitted out and difpatched in fome port of the United States.

His Majefty commands and orders M. le due de Penthievre, Admiral of

France, the Intendants and Commiffaries de parti in the provinces, the Com-
miffaries de parti for the obfervation of the ordinances in the admiralties, the

Officers of the admiralties, Mafters of the ports, Judges des traites,and all others

to whom it {hall belong, to be aiding in the execution of the prefent regulation,

which lhall be regiftered in the offices of the faid admiralties, read, publilhed

and polled wherever lhall be neceffary.

Done in the King’s Council of State, his Majefty prefent, held at Verfail-

les the twenty-ninth of December, one thoufand feven hundred and
eighty-feven.

(Signed) Le Ct. De La LUZERNE.

-No. X.—
ARRET of the King’s Council of State, prohibiting the importation of fo-

reign whale and fpermacaeti oil into his kingdom, 28th September, 1788.

Extract from the Regijiers of the Council of State.

THE King having taken information on the fuccefs attending the whale
filhery, and the profpeft of its greater profperity within his kingdom, and his

Majefty being willing to grant a fpecial protection to this important filhery

which has juft commenced in France, and which may become an abundant
fource of riches, while at the fame time it affords to the marine a nurlery for

feamen of great confequence to the fervice of the ftate—his Majefty has con-
ceived that the prohibition of foreign oil would be the moft beneficial encour-
agement that could be granted to this branch of induftry. Being willing to
provide accordingly, and having heard the report of the Sieur Lambert, Coun-
fellor of State and Ordinary to the Council of Difpatches, and to the Royal
Council ofFinances and Commerce, the King being prefent in his Council,
has ordained, and does ordain, that, computing from the day of publilhing
the prefent arret, the introduction of foreign whale and fpermacaeti oils lhall

be prohibited throughout his dominions. His Majefty commands and orders
the Duke de Penthievre, Admiral of France, the Intendants and Commiffaries
throughout the provinces, the Commiffaries deputed for the obfervation of the
ordinances in the Admiralties, the officers of the Admiralties, Mafters of Ports,

Judges of Treaties, and all others whom it may concern, toaflift in the execu-

—
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tion of the prefent arret, which lhall be regiftered in the offices of the faid Ad-

miralties, read, publiffied and polled wherever it fhall appear necelfary.

Done in the King’s Council of State, his Majefty being prefent, held at

Verfailles, 28th September, 1788.

(Signed) La LUZERNE.

—No. XI.—

ARRET of the King’s Council of State, excepting whale and other filh oil,

and alfo whalebone, the produft of the filheries of the United States of

America, from the prohibition contained in the arret of the 28th of Sep-

tember laft.

December 7th, 1788.

Extrafffrom the Regi/lers of the Council of State.

THE King having taken information on the arret pronounced in his coun-

cil the 28th December laft, prohibiting the importation of whale oil and fper-

macseti, the produce of foreign filheries, into the kingdom, obferving that oil

made from fea calves and other filh, and feaanimals,noJ being comprehended in

the faid arret, a fraudulent importation of whale oil might take place under the

name of the aforefaid oils
;
and that on the other hand it might be inferred

from the tenor of the faid arret, that oils the produce of the filheries ol the

United States were prohibited : And his Majefty wilhing to. remove every

doubt on this head, to provide therefore for the fame, having heard the

report of the Sieur Lambert, Counfeller, of State in ordinary, and of the

Council of Difpatches and royal Council of Finances and Commerce, the King

being prefent in his council, has ordained and does ordain, that reckoning from

the ftrft day of April next, oil made from fea calves, and from filh and other

fea animals, produced from foreign filheries, as well as whale-bone produced

in like manner from the faid foreign filheries, lhall be prohibited from im-

portation into the kingdom, without permitting the faid prohibition neverthe-

lefs to extend either to the faid kinds of oils, or to the faid whale oils and fper-

macseti, or the whale-bone produced from the filheries of the United States of

America, and imported diredly into France in French veffels, or thofe belong-

ing to the fubje&s of the faid United States ;
which lhall continue to be pro-

vifionally admitted, agreeable to the firft and third article of the arret of the

20th of December laft
;

on condition however, that the captains of the faid

veffels belonging to the United States, bring with them certificates from the

Confuls of France refiding in the ports of the faid United States, or where thefe

cannot be obtained, from the Magiftrates of the places where the embarkation of

the faid oil lhall be made, for the purpofe of proving that the cargo of the faid

veffels is the produce of the filheries carried on by the citizens of the United

States ;
which certificates lhall be prefented to the Officers of the Admiralty,

alfo to the Commiffioners of the Farms, in the ports of France where it lhall be

landed, to be mentioned in the report of their arrival.

His Maiefty commands and orders the Duke de Penthievre, Admiral of

France, the Intendants and Commiffaries throughout the provinces, the Com-

miffary appointed to obferve the ordinances of the Admiralty, the Officers of

the Admiralty, Mailers of Ports, Judges of Treaties, and all others whom it

may concern, to affift in the execution of the prefent Arret which lhall e

regiftered in the offices of the faid Admiralties, read, pubhlhed and polled

wherever it may appear neceflary.

Done in the King’s Council of State, his Majefty being prefent, held at

Verfailles the feventh of December, 1788.

(Signed) La LUZERNE.



C 25 ]

—No. XII.—

' State of the Whale-Fishery in Majfachufetts ,
from 1771 to 1 775.

PORTS from which
the equipmentswere
made.

1

The

number

of

veftels

fitted

1

out

annually

for

the

northern

fifhery.

j

Their

tonnage.

The

number

of

velfels

fitted

out

annually

for

the

fouthern

fifhery.

Their

tonnage

The

number

of

feamen

employed.

Barrels

of

fpermacaeti

oil

taken

annually.

Barrels

of

whale

oil

taken

annually.

Nantucket, 65 4> 8 75 IO 10,200 2,025 20,000 4,000

Wellfleet, 20 i,6oo 1,000 420 2,250 2
>
2 5o

Dartmouth, 6o 4 ,50° 20 2.000 1,040 7,200 1
) 4 c>o

Lynn, 1 75 1 120 28 200 100
Martha’s Vineyard, 12 720 ' 1— 156 s°° 300
Barnftable, 2 150 -J- — 26 240 —
Bofton, i,3°o 5 700 260 1,800 600

Falmouth in the county
of Barnftable,

4 300 5 2 400

Swanzey, 4 300 — —
5 2 400 —

1
co

CO 13,820 121 14,020 4,059 39)39° 8,650

State of the W H A L E-F I S H E R Y, from 1787 to 1789, both

inclufive.

Nantucket,
Wellfleet and other

18 L35° 18 OOC4 487 3,3oo 8,260

ports at Cape-Cod, 12 720 4 400 212 1— 1,920

Dartmouth, 45 2,700 5 75° 650 2,700 1
:75°

Cape-Ann, — 2 35° 28 — 1,200

Plymouth, 1 60 — — *3 100 —
Martha’s Vineyard, 2 120 1 100 39 220 —
Bofton, 6 45 ° — — 78 360 —
Rochefter & Wareham, 7 420 1 9° 104 800

9 1 5,820 3 1 4 ) 39° 1,61

1

7,98° l 3? 1 3°

True Copy,
Atteft, John Avery, jun. Sec’ry.

N. B. About one quarter of the fpermacseti is head-matter, one quarter of

which was exported to Great-Britain, the remainder manufactured into can-

dles. The fperinacseti oil, previous to the revolution, was moftly exported to

Great-Britain. The average price in that market for five years previous to

the war, about forty pounds fterling for the fpermacaeti oil, and fifty pounds

for head. The whale oil was formerly about one half exported to the French

andEnglifh Welt-India Blands, the other halt fold in the United States. The

average price of this oil, about feventy dollars per ton. A whale producing

one hundred and twenty barrels whale oil, will generally produce two thou-

fand pounds bone, which was chiefly exported to Great-Britain, the price about

half a dollar per pound : a whale producing fifty to fixty barrels, will gene-

rally produce nearefl: ten pounds of bone to a barrel of oil.—The average price

of oil for three years paft, as follows, viz.

Sperrnacseti, one hundred dollars per ton.

Whale oil, fifty dollars per ton.

Head-matter, one hundred and fifty dollars per ton.

Bone, about fifteeen cents per pound.

G
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—No. XIII.—

Extractfrom a Memorialprefented to the States General in 1 775, by a Committee of
the Merchants engaged in the Whale Fijhery.

THE whale fifhery is of great importance to Holland, as the produce yield-

ed by the fea may properly be confidered as our country produce, which fur-

nidi employ for thoufands of hands
;

all the apparatus being made, and the
veffels fitted out in our own country.

A new veffel from no to 1 16 feet, including anchors, cables, Guilders.

_

rigging, &c. coft from 32 to 36000
Sixty or feventy lines, fix or feven floops, calks, harpoons, and

other materials, 8 to 9000
Store rent, lighters, victualling, & c. for 42 to 48 men, 4 to 5000

Total, 44 to 50,000

From thefe outfits the country evidently derives real advantages, whereas
thofe immediately concerned rifque their property, as has formerly been repre-

fented, that during a period of forty-feven years, fourteen millions have been
loft in this traffick, befides the lofs arifingfrom the decreafe of capital.

The inftances which have proved profitable to the owners are but few
;
great-

er Ioffes are to be apprehended from the prefent high prices of all the necefla-

ries and materials. To clear the expences of a voyage, each veffel mull at

leaft bring a return of fifteen thoufand guilders, exclufive of one thoufand
guilders for infurance, befides the yearly decreafe of capital, which may be cal-

culated on an average, at thirty thoufand guilders for every veffel completely
equipped, making the fum of three million eight hundred and feventy thoufand
guilders for one hundred and twenty-nine veffels which have been fitted out
this prefent year, and which muft each fetch out of the fea twenty tons of net

goods to clear themfelves. The profpedf of doing this is very unfavorable,

as all our neighbours ufe greater exertions in that trade than ever
;

to which
they are encouraged by the aid of their refpeftive governments, in particular

the Britifh, who allow forty fhillings fterling per ton to each veffel which is

employed in the whale fifhery
;
by which means the number of their whaling

veffels have, fince the year 1749, (when the bounty was granted) increafed

from two to one hundred and nine veffels, which in the fpring 1775, failed

from England and Scotland, meafuring in the whole thirty-three thoufand
three hundred and eighteen tons, and amounting, at forty fhillings per ton,

to fixty -fix thoufand fix hundred and thirty-fix pounds, equal to feven hundred
and thirty-two thoufand nine hundred and ninety-fix guilders, which amounts
upon an average to fix thoufand feven hundred and twenty-five guilders for

each veffel.

The fifheries in Sweden and Denmark have alfo received additional ftrength

from the encouragements offered by their governments, without which they
would have but little inducement to that trade

;
fo that inftead of Holland for-

merly exceeding all the other nations together in the whale fifhery, they at

prefent exceed the Dutch by one third in the number of veffels—nay, Eng-
land alone now fends out nearly as many veffels as Holland.

Another obftacle prefents itfelf with regard to the whale-bone trade. Of
this article Holland formerly fhipped five-eighth parts to Great-Britain, of

which fale we are now deprived, on account of the high duty impofed on all

foreign whale-bone imported into that kingdom, and which may be confidered

as an additional premium on the fifhery of that nation, amounting commonly
to fifty guilders per one hundred weight. Our exportation of whale oil is alfo

on the decline. Hamburgh and Bremen receive great fupplies, partly from
their own fifheries and partly from England and Ruffia, fo as to be able to
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furnifli the greatefl part of Germany with that article. France and Spain are
maftly fuppiied from England

;
and as it has been always computed, that

three-fourths of the produd of our fifheries are exported, the competition of
thofe and other rival nations will fcarcely leave a foreign market for us : our
own provinces and the river Rhine, will’ be our limits.

Another difadvantage ought not to pafs unnoticed, which is, that the prices

of the produce of the fifheries are confiderably reduced
;

the whale-bone of
the latelt voyage having already been fold as low as ninety guilders or lefs,

which gives a lofs. Oil may alfo in cafe of a fuccefsful feafon, fall from fixty

to forty guilders per twelve ftekan (fixty-three gallons)
;
and in that cafe, veffels

that return with one half or two thirds of their cargo, mult fink money.
Thefe are the moll; material circumftances that impede the progrefs of our

fifheries. The effed of the premium granted by the Britilh parliament has
already been feverely felt by our Greenland fleets, having, fince that period,
decreafed one third in number.

—No. XIV.—
Abstract of LIVE STOCK exported from the United States, from about

Auguft 20th, 1789, to September 30th, 1790, from returns in the Treafury-
Office.

French W. Indies.

Heads. Value.

Horned Cattle, 3»573 66,915
Horfes, - 6,970 263,28

1

Mules, 22 833
Sheep, 5.379 8,502
Hogs, 4,185 9,580

20,129 349 ,
1 1

1

All other countries Total.

Heads. Value. Heads. Value.

G833 33,°45 5 ,4o6 99,960
1,658 76,235 8,628 339 , 5 l6
2I 5 8,013 237 8,846

4,679 8,537 10,058 1 7,039
1,119 4,901 5 ,3°4 14,481

9 ,5°4 I 3 °,73 I 2 9,633 479,842

—No- XV.—
GRAIN and FLOUR imported from the United States of America, into the

ports of France, in the year 1789,—from an official ftatement.

Rice,

Flour,

Wheat,
Rye,
Barley,

Fr. Rentals. lbs.
r

i

123,401 69 ]

256,545 94 1

2,015,297 3 > equal to

307,390 96
1

260,13 I 52 J

24,680 tierces of 500 Fren. pounds
each.

140,959 American barrels.

3,664,176 1

558,891 > American buffiels.

520,262 j

—No. XVI.—

Office of the balance of
Commerce ofFrance.

1

French,

Imperial,

Engliffi,

Dutch,

Hanfeatic,

American,

Statement of the VESSELS entered in the ports of

France, from the United States of America, in the

year 1789.
Veffels. Tons.

*3 — 2,105

3
— 37 °

43 — 4,781
1 —

1 70

1 — 200
i 6 t, — 24A 73

224 3 1 .799
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—No. XVII.—

ABSTRACT of the Tonnage of foreign Veffels entered in the Ports of the

United States, from Oct lit, 1789, to Sept. 30, 1790.

France, 13.435
Holland, - 8,815
Sweden, 3 1

1

Pruflia, 394
Spain, 8U 5 1

Portugal, - 2,924
Denmark, 1,619

Germany, - - 1,368

Britiih dominions. 225>495

262,912

—No. XVIII.—

That the encouragement of our carrying bufmefs is interefting, not only to

the carrying Hates, but in a high degree alfo to the others, will refult from

the following fadts. Dollars.

The whole exports of the United States may be Hated at - 25,000,000

Great-Britain carries two fifths of thefe in value, that is to fay, 10,000,000

Freight and infurance on this in times ofpeace, are about twenty-

two and one half per cent. - -
-

.

2,250,000

The fame charges in war are very various, according to the circum-

Hances of the war, we may fay, however, fifty-five per cent. 5,500,000

The difference between peace and war freight and infurance, then

is annually - - - - 3 ’
2 5 °’00°

Taxed on our agriculture by Britiih wars, during their con-

tinuance, and our dependance on Britiih bottoms.

Of the laff one hundred years, Great-Britain has had *forty-two years of

war and fifty-eight of peace, which is three of war to every four of peace,

nearly.

In every term of feven years then, we pay three times three million two hun-

dred and fifty thoufand dollars, or nine million feven hundred and fifty

thoufand, which, averaged on the years of peace and war, are annually

and confiantly one million three hundred and ninety-two thoufand eight

hundred and fifty-feven more than we Ihould pay, if we could raife our own

{hipping to be competent tothe carriage of allour productions. Befides this, ma-

ny of our bulky articles, not bearing a war freight, cannot be exported if

expofed to that
j

fo that their total lofs is to be added to that before efiimated.

* Y. M
PEACE. 4 8

6 4

5 8

1 2 4
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r 5 7

6 2
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f I 7 21,
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